
Table B-3B.  Female graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in all institutions,

by field: 1975-1999

Sciences

Total,
Year science Earth,

and engi- Sciences, Physical atmos- Mathe- Computer Agri- Biological Social
neering total sciences pheric, & matical sciences cultural sciences Psychology sciences

ocean sciences sciences
sciences

.......1975 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1976 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1977 77,923 74,223 4,039 2,279 4,119 1,559 2,107 16,723 18,099 25,298
1 .....1978   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1979 89,280 83,404 4,493 2,887 4,022 2,323 2,665 17,881 20,342 28,791

.......1980 94,396 88,057 4,596 3,207 4,064 3,087 2,858 18,301 21,583 30,361

.......1981 99,848 92,102 5,009 3,418 4,481 4,209 2,822 18,647 22,766 30,750

.......1982 103,576 94,801 5,419 3,723 5,078 5,446 3,085 19,173 23,097 29,780

.......1983 106,519 96,712 5,877 3,901 5,200 6,614 3,139 19,351 24,257 28,373
2 .....1984   107,546 97,249 6,158 3,873 5,168 6,873 3,138 19,517 24,751 27,771
2 .....1985   110,638 99,558 6,507 3,927 5,354 7,561 2,991 19,904 25,124 28,190
2 .....1986   114,398 102,033 6,862 3,947 5,479 7,852 2,953 20,471 25,864 28,605
2 .....1987   117,180 104,217 7,114 3,779 5,596 8,015 2,952 20,433 26,929 29,399

.......1988 121,258 108,134 7,497 3,805 5,776 8,194 3,097 21,261 28,461 30,043

.......1989 125,888 112,288 7,801 3,858 5,985 7,988 3,145 22,234 29,855 31,422

.......1990 133,737 119,065 8,068 4,119 6,199 8,199 3,335 23,042 32,345 33,758

.......1991 140,847 125,152 8,564 4,455 6,298 8,290 3,567 24,135 34,787 35,056

.......1992 150,239 133,022 8,844 4,851 6,549 8,471 3,775 25,475 36,834 38,223

.......1993 156,584 138,901 9,202 5,030 6,638 8,431 4,118 27,056 37,990 40,436

.......1994 159,117 141,070 9,159 5,323 6,535 8,087 4,318 28,161 38,138 41,349

.......1995 160,201 142,194 9,080 5,436 6,261 8,133 4,465 28,862 37,764 42,193

.......1996 161,661 143,416 9,042 5,448 6,221 8,797 4,458 28,783 37,747 42,920

.......1997 162,027 143,293 8,841 5,419 5,872 9,881 4,572 28,630 37,619 42,459

.......1998 163,445 144,438 8,751 5,569 5,989 10,802 4,725 29,096 37,462 42,044

.......1999 168,468 148,625 8,905 5,720 6,041 12,570 4,915 29,760 37,377 43,337

Engineering

Health
Engi- Metallur- fields

neering, Aerospace Chemical Civil engi- Electrical Industrial Mechanical gical & Other engi-
total engineering engineering neering engineering engineering engineering materials neering

engineering

.......1975 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1976 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1977 3,700 33 374 828 710 755 273 183 544 22,566
1 .....1978   N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

.......1979 5,876 49 614 1,319 933 1,256 469 288 948 27,489

.......1980 6,339 74 679 1,365 983 1,355 534 303 1,046 29,755

.......1981 7,746 67 778 1,574 1,276 1,543 631 390 1,487 31,750

.......1982 8,775 110 901 1,749 1,551 1,619 719 420 1,706 32,460

.......1983 9,807 123 1,016 1,859 2,068 1,518 805 448 1,970 33,027
2 .....1984   10,297 132 972 2,027 2,213 1,608 956 468 1,921 34,471
2 .....1985   11,080 163 1,004 2,147 2,435 1,780 1,011 603 1,937 35,167
2 .....1986   12,365 200 1,039 2,147 2,908 2,095 1,159 675 2,142 36,389
2 .....1987   12,963 224 1,154 2,103 3,098 2,244 1,296 729 2,115 36,376

.......1988 13,124 227 1,075 2,294 3,278 2,093 1,402 756 1,999 37,929

.......1989 13,600 243 1,029 2,435 3,515 2,110 1,398 810 2,060 39,936

.......1990 14,672 289 1,146 2,689 3,715 2,137 1,442 893 2,361 42,759

.......1991 15,695 327 1,257 3,102 3,851 2,355 1,511 987 2,305 45,540

.......1992 17,217 348 1,394 3,654 4,277 2,655 1,698 1,069 2,122 49,160

.......1993 17,683 357 1,499 3,858 4,313 2,593 1,774 1,027 2,262 53,344

.......1994 18,047 358 1,526 4,211 4,102 2,795 1,823 1,069 2,163 57,039

.......1995 18,007 351 1,561 4,232 4,088 2,755 1,677 1,059 2,284 60,238

.......1996 18,245 352 1,642 4,300 4,122 2,714 1,636 1,060 2,419 60,869

.......1997 18,734 371 1,709 4,189 4,438 2,611 1,779 1,094 2,543 60,813

.......1998 19,007 382 1,721 4,127 4,747 2,407 1,762 1,115 2,746 61,317

.......1999 19,843 423 1,726 4,180 4,966 2,423 1,787 1,072 3,266 62,265

 1 Master’s-granting institutions were not surveyed in 1978.

 2 These figures include estimated data for master’s-granting institutions, which were surveyed on a sample basis from 1984-1987. See "Technical 
Notes" for further information. 

KEY: N/A = Not applicable

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


